Is Your Car Road Trip Ready? Here’s How to
Prep For It

Due to the pandemic, people aren’t relying on air travel as much anymore. This stands to reason that you
will be embarking on more road trips than in previous years. While this is an excellent idea, you can’t simply
throw your bags in your vehicle and take oﬀ on a whim.
Well, you can, but you can’t guarantee how safe this will be. Keep in mind that on a road trip, your vehicle
will be logging in even more miles. Not to mention, you won’t have such easy access to auto repair services
and mechanics as when you are at home. Thus, you need to make certain that your vehicle is road trip ready
before you embark on your journey.
Here is some insight into how you can manage this:

Take Your Car in for a Check-up
If you are planning on a pretty long journey, it is a good idea to take your car in to be serviced. At the very
least, have a mechanic look over it. This way, they can handle any issues beforehand. This can greatly
reduce the risk of breakdowns while you are on your road trip. z
Ask any car expert and they will tell you that one of the most important elements of your car is the various
ﬂuids. These include engine oil, coolant, power steering ﬂuid, brake ﬂuid, and transmission ﬂuid. These need
to be changed and topped up according to the make and model of your car.

Thanks to advances in cars, these ﬂuids don’t need to be switched out as often as they used to be.
Nevertheless, you must make sure that the ﬂuids are at the proper levels before you start your journey.

Check Your Tires
Tires are more important for driving safety than people understand. It is only when your tires have proper
traction and are well-inﬂated that you can control your vehicle with greater ease. Thus, you should examine
your tires before setting oﬀ on a journey.
The ﬁrst thing you should monitor is the tread of your tires. This is particularly signiﬁcant if your tires haven’t
been swapped out in a while. You can manage this by yourself, with the help of a Lincoln-head penny. Insert
the penny into the tread with the head facing downwards.
If Lincoln’s whole head is visible this is a sign that you need new tires. Even if the head is covered, you
should check the tires out for other signs of wear and tear. This includes any rough patches such as cracks,
blisters, or bulges. These could all be signs that your tires will not hold up as well as you need them to.
Of course, you can’t completely prevent the possibility of a busted tire. This is why you should always carry
a spare tire as well as the tools required to change a tire. It can also be helpful to carry a tire patch kit.
These are great for patching up smaller problems until you can ﬁnd a mechanic.

Carry a Battery Charger
One of the most common car problems is a dead battery. Needless to say, this can become a much bigger
problem when you are on the road without any familiar faces to help you out. This is why you should
consider carrying a car battery charger with you. It is possible to ﬁnd some of the best ones on the market
here: https://autoquarterly.com/best-car-battery-chargers/.
The beneﬁt of this is that you can jumpstart your battery without any help at all. Furthermore, these
chargers are incredibly portable and will easily ﬁt in your trunk. This will undoubtedly be one of the more
helpful tools for you.

Check Your Wipers
Wipers don’t get nearly enough credit for what they do. Thus, it is easy to forget that you need to maintain
them properly for them to work well. Now, before you hit the road, check your wiper blades. If the material
has worn away, you will need to replace them.
There is no need to worry, though, as this is a job you can handle by yourself. Not to mention, it just takes a
couple of minutes to snap the wiper blades back into place. After this, they will be good for several months.
You should not forget to top up wiper ﬂuid. This is one of the ways to keep your windshield clear of bugs and
other marks that can obstruct your view. You should check on this as well.
These are the top things you should do to prep your car for a road trip. Taking these measures can certainly

put your mind at ease. Just as importantly, it can make your road trip all that more fun and reduce any
impending risk of breakdowns or accidents.

